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HOUSE PASSES NUMEROUS OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING BILLS; 
CONTRACTORS WOULD NEED TO MEET ANNUAL CONTINUING 
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

The West Virginia House of Delegates has passed a number of bills dealing with 
occupational licensing with few amendments and little debate. The House 
Government Organization Committee last week approved HB 2006, a bill that 
moves the activities of the WV Contractors Licensing Board from the WV 
Division of Labor to a separate entity under Chapter 30. The bill also increases 
the project limits for anyone needing a contractors license from $2,500 to 
$10,000 for residential work and $50,000 for commercial work. Under Chapter 
30, contractors would have to meet annual continuing education requirements in 
order to maintain their license. The bill passed the House 68-29. It is now 
pending in Senate Government Organization Committee. 

 

HB 2007 also passed the House Gov. Org. Committee after representatives of 
the various boards covered by the bill were denied the opportunity to speak to 
committee members. The bill requires that if an individual is licensed in another 
state, that individual can receive a West Virginia license if he or she moves to 
West Virginia. A number of the state’s licensing boards have raised objections to 
the bill, including architects, engineers, medical, accountancy, forestry and 
others.  

 

“Quite simply, the purpose of this bill is to recognize a person’s license from 
another state for licensure in this state and provide an avenue for doing so,” said 
House Government Organization Vice Chairman Geoff Foster, R-Putnam, a co-
sponsor of the bill. 

 

The person seeking the West Virginia license would need to apply to the 
respective state licensing board and pay a fee. The act would prohibit anyone 
from receiving a state license who has a disqualifying criminal record, whose 
license has been revoked by another state, or who voluntarily surrendered their 
license, or has a pending complaint before another state’s licensing board. 

 

Opponents of the bill believe HB 2007 is unfair to West Virginians who have 
followed the requirements to obtain occupational licensing under the state’s 
existing standards, as well as create an unsafe situation for people coming from 
other states with more lax occupational licensing standards. 

 

“This bill impacts public health and safety across a wide range of 



professions,” said Del. Evan Hansen, D-Monongalia, a professional 
engineer. “This bill is a one-size-fits-all approach to a wide variety of professions 
that each already have systems in place regarding accepting licenses from other 
states, professional engineers included.” 

 

Opponents believe the bill will create a flood of unqualified workers crowding out 
West Virginia workers. House Minority Leader Doug Skaff, D-Kanawha, also 
questioned why several representatives of various occupational licensing boards 
were not allowed to testify during the committee vote on the bill last Friday. 

 

“I thought we introduced legislation to fix a problem, to fix something that needs 
to be better or an issue that was brought to our attention,” Skaff said. “I haven’t 
heard the problem. We didn’t hear the problem once in committee testimony. I’ve 
yet to hear one person tell me what the problem is and what are we trying to fix.” 

 

This bill passed the full House by a vote of 65-33-2. The bill is referenced to the 
Senate Government Organization Committee with a second reference to 
Judiciary. 

 

HB 2008 alters requirements for licensure relating to crane operators, HVAC, 
electricians, and plumbers. The bill eliminates the West Virginia crane operators 
license and replaces it with OSHA crane operator regulations. It changes hours 
of experience needed for plumbers, HVAC technicians, electricians, and fire 
protection technicians. The bill was on Second Reading in the House. An 
amendment was offered, and passed, on Second Reading that strikes the 
language eliminating crane operator certification. The bill, as amended, 
maintains the current crane operator certification program.  The bill is on Third 
Reading today in the House. 

 

HOUSE PASSES JUMPSTART SAVINGS ACT 

 

A bill to create the West Virginia Jumpstart Savings Act, a plan to allow 
individuals who wish to pursue a vocation or trade to make tax-free contributions 
to a savings and investment account, passed the House of Delegates 
unanimously on Tuesday. The plan has been the centerpiece on the agenda of 
state Treasurer Riley Moore, who was sworn into the office last month. 
Delegates voted 96-0 to pass House Bill 2001. 

 

“This savings plan will benefit countless future workers in our state by 
empowering them and removing a final barrier to entry into the workforce. I look 
forward to working with our Senate colleagues to get this bill to the Governor’s 
desk,” Treasurer Moore stated. Moore’s office said the plan allows for family 
members and the individual’s employer to make contributions to the account. 
The plan beneficiary can later withdraw money from the account – which will also 
be tax-free – to help cover business startup costs, equipment, tools, certifications 
and licenses needed in the vocation or trade. 

 

The CAWV and the West Virginia Business and Industry Council supports the 
legislation. 



 

SENATE PASSES COVID PROTECTION BILL 

 

Creating COVID-19 Jobs Protection Act, SB 277, is the Governor’s bill for 
COVID-19 liability reform. This legislation provides a liability shield for employers 
in West Virginia for claims that may arise due to the COVID-19 pandemic. SB 
277 passed the West Virginia Senate on a 25 to 9 vote. The provisions of the bill 
are retroactive to January 1, 2020. The bill now moves to the House of 
Delegates for further consideration. 
 

Democrat senators proposed amendments Friday including language that would 
allow lawsuits against those “who with actual malice or a conscious, reckless, 
and outrageous indifference to the health, safety, and welfare of others” and to 
put a sunset date on the bill. Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Charles 
Trump, R-Morgan, said that proposal was premature. 

 

Sen. Trump successfully argued the unique legislation is necessary in this 
unique time. “This is a global pandemic and it requires extraordinary measures 
and responses in a lot of different ways,” Trump said. 

 

The bill does allow for workers’ compensation claims to be filed by workers 
against their employers in connection with the pandemic. The bill, officially called 
the COVID-19 Jobs Protection Act, now heads to the House of Delegates for 
consideration. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEES HOLDING BUDGET HEARINGS 

 

House and Senate Finance Committees are holding hearings on state agencies’ 
budgets for 2021-2022. The WV Department of Transportation presented its 
budget last week to House Finance. WVDOT officials will be speaking today at 
3:00 p.m. before the Senate Finance Committee. Members can listen in at 
www.wvlegislature.gov/live.cfm. The WV Department of Environmental 
Protection has presented its budget as well. 

 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION STUDY SAYS WEST VIRGINIA ROADS, 
BRIDGES ARE IN POOR CONDITION 

 

The latest annual report by TRIP, a Washington, D.C.-based national 
transportation research nonprofit, “West Virginia Transportation by the Numbers: 
Meeting the State’s Need for Safe, Smooth and Efficient Mobility,” was released 
on Tuesday. The report determined that deteriorated, congested, and unsafe 
roads and bridges cost metro Charleston drivers an average of $1,280 a year in 
extra costs for vehicle repairs, wasted fuel, and lost time.  

 

The TRIP report found that 31% of West Virginia’s primary roads are in poor 
condition and 24% are in mediocre condition, based on an analysis of Federal 
Highways Administration data. Only 18% of roads are in fair condition, and only 
27% are in good condition, according to Federal Highways Administration data. 
Similarly, citing Federal Highways Administration data, the study found that 21% 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/live.cfm


of bridges in the state are structurally deficient, 53% are in fair condition, and 
only 26% are in good condition. The report noted that the poor condition of state 
roads and bridges is the result of the ongoing lack of sufficient state and federal 
highways funding. 

 

It cites the 2015 report of the state Blue Ribbon Commission on Highways, which 
found that the state would need to spend an additional $1.1 billion a year — 
effectively doubling the current Division of Highways budget — in order to 
complete and adequately maintain the state highways system. The TRIP report 
notes that in 2017, the Roads to Prosperity initiative authorized the sale of up to 
$1.6 billion in road bonds, an amount far less than what is needed for road 
construction and maintenance. 

 

Participants of the virtual news release included Byrd White, secretary, West 
Virginia Department of Transportation / commissioner, West Virginia Division of 
Highways, Jimmy Wriston, P.E., deputy secretary, West Virginia Department of 
Transportation / deputy commissioner, West Virginia Division of Highways, Mike 
Clowser, chairman of the West Virginia Business and Industry Council, and a 
video message from Senator Shelley Moore Capito, ranking member of the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works.  

 

The annual report is normally released during a Capitol news conference, 
usually coinciding with an annual West Virginians for Better Transportation rally, 
Transportation Day at the Capitol. Both events were made impossible by the 
Capitol’s closure to the public during the pandemic. 

 

To view the full TRIP report, infographics, and the recording of Tuesday’s news 
conference, visit https://tripnet.org/reports/west-virginia-transportation-by-the-
numbers-february-2021/. 

 

JOSH BOOTH SWORN IN AS 19TH DISTRICT DELEGATE 

 

As noted in the January 29 CAWV Newsletter, Josh Booth, vice president of 
Highway Safety, Inc., Huntington, was appointed by Gov. Justice to represent 
House District 19. He was sworn in February 9 and began service February 10. 
The CAWV congratulates Josh and wishes him well in this new undertaking.  

 

NO PUBLIC ACCESS TO CAPITOL BUILDING 

 

Access to the State Capitol is closed to the general public, and lobbyists must 
have a meeting with a legislator or testifying before a committee in order to be 
allowed in the capitol, so communicating with lawmakers is difficult this session.  
CAWV members are being asked to contact their legislators via phone, email, or 
visits on weekends in their home districts. 

 

Members can find valuable resources on the CAWV legislative page at 
www.cawv.org/legislative. Here members can visit the West Virginia 
Legislature’s website to see agendas, listen to committee meetings and get 
legislator’s addresses and phone numbers. Members can listen and watch 

https://tripnet.org/reports/west-virginia-transportation-by-the-numbers-february-2021/
https://tripnet.org/reports/west-virginia-transportation-by-the-numbers-february-2021/
http://www.cawv.org/legislative


Senate and House floor sessions and Senate committee meetings online. House 
committee meetings are listen only. 

 

For important legislative information, see below: 

 

• View the 2021 Legislative Calendar HERE  

• List of the Members of the House of Delegates HERE  

• List of the House of Delegates HERE 

• List of the Members of the State Senate HERE  

• List of the Senate Committees HERE 

• Video/Audio options to watch/hear the Legislature in session is HERE  

 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE BILL INFORMATION 

 

House and Senate bills can be accessed from the CAWV’s Legislative home 
page at www.cawv.org/legislative. Members can view status updates on bills of 
interest to the construction industry and see what legislation is introduced that 
affects the construction industry. A summary of each day’s activities will be 
uploaded each afternoon.  

 

Below is a list of bills that have been introduced this week that have an 
impact on the construction industry or some CAWV members. Anyone 
needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at (304) 342-1166 or 
email at mclowser@cawv.org.  

 

HOUSE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

HB 2544 Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 
Speaker) and Skaff 

Creating the West Virginia Small Business 
Jumpstart Act (FN) 

02/16/21 - To Finance 

HB 2547 Del. Fluharty Establishing the “Stay in State” tax credit 
02/16/21 - To 
Education then Finance 

HB 2548 Del. Pushkin 

Requiring urban renewal authorities to 
submit proposed urban renewal projects to 
the affected local county boards of health 

02/16/21 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2554 Del. Fast and Martin 
Relating to notice of discontinuance of 
service by a utility 

02/16/21 - To Judiciary 

HB 2570 Del. Williams Pothole app and map 

02/17/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/legisdocs/publications/info/calendar_2021.pdf
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/House/roster.cfm
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/house/main.cfm
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Senate1/roster.cfm
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/senate/main.cfm
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/live.cfm
http://www.cawv.org/legislative
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http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2547&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2548&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2554&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2570&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill


HB 2581 

Del. Graves, Criss, Barrett, 
Anderson, Rohrbach, J. 

Kelly, Maynard, 
Burkhammer, J. Pack, 
Bridges and Westfall 

Providing for the valuation of natural 
resources property and an alternate method 
of appeal of proposed valuation of natural 
resources property, and to provide a criminal 
penalty for unauthorized disclosure (FN) 

02/17/21 - To Energy 
and Manufacturing then 
Finance 

HB 2586 Del. Fluharty 

Expanding the amount of promise 
scholarship funds awarded to persons 
majoring in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (FN) 

02/17/21 - To 
Education then Finance 

HB 2588 Del. Hansen, Fleischauer, 
Young and Doyle 

Creating the WV Energy Efficiency Jobs 
Creation Act (FN) 

02/17/21 - To Energy 
and Manufacturing then 
Judiciary 

HB 2598  

Del. J. Kelly, Anderson, 
Mandt, Horst, Barnhart, 

Conley, Cooper, Zatezalo, 
Queen, Rohrbach and 

Graves 

Alter the definition of an above ground 
storage tank 

02/18/21 - To Energy 
and Manufacturing 

HB 2600 
Del. Mallow, Conley, 

Forsht, Bruce, Longanacre 
and Miller 

Require all public contracts be publicly 
advertised 

02/19/21 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2604 

Del. Mallow, Conley, 
Forsht, Bruce, 

Longanacre, Horst, Miller, 
Pritt and Holstein 

Expand 529 savings plans to include 
vocational and trade schools 

02/19/21 - To 
Education then Finance 

HB 2605 Del. Mallow, Conley, 
Forsht, Bruce and Miller 

Require that a public service district board 
that represents more than one community 
have at least one member from each 
community 

02/19/21 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 2632 Del. Criss [By Request of 
the Division of Highways] 

Permitting Commissioner of Highways to 
make transfers of money within the State 
Road Fund 

02/22/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

 

SENATE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

SB 324 Sen. Jeffries 
Clarifying municipal B&O taxation where 
business activity occurs 

02/17/21 – To Finance 

SB 325 Sen. Karnes 
Repealing article relating to mandatory 
motor vehicle state inspections (FN) 

02/17/21 - To 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

SB 329 Sen. Karnes 
Relating to outdoor advertising regulated by 
DOH (FN) 

02/18/21 - To 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 
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SB 344 Sen. Weld 
Relating to credit for qualified rehabilitated 
buildings investment (FN) 

02/18/21 - To Finance 

SB 363 Sen. Swope 
Relating to certification requirements of 
crane operators 

02/19/21 - To 
Workforce 

SB 368 Sen. Swope 

Authorizing DEP to develop Reclamation of 
Abandoned and Dilapidated Properties 
Program (FN) 

02/19/21 - To 
Economic Development 

SB 370 Sen. Swope 
Requiring certain documents that contain 
wage records be considered confidential 

02/19/21 - To 
Workforce 

SB 371 Sen. Clements and 
Swope 

Permitting Commissioner of DOH to make 
money transfers within State Road Fund 

02/19/21 - To Finance 

SB 373 
Sen. Blair (Mr. President) 
and Baldwin [By Request 

of the Executive] 

Relating to modernizing collection of income 
taxes for mobile workforce 

02/22/21 - To Finance 

SB 374 Sen. Maynard 

Increasing threshold for bid requirement to 
$10,000 to be consistent with other state 
agencies 

02/22/21 - To 
Government 
Organization 

SB 376 Sen. Clements and 
Swope 

Removing obsolete provisions regarding 
DOH standards for studded tires and chains 

02/22/21 - To 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

SB 380 Sen. Hamilton 

Relating generally to Electronic 
Telecommunication Open Infrastructure Act 
(FN) 

02/22/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

SB 382 Sen. Clements 
Removing requirement that Commissioner of 
DOH regulate studded tires 

02/22/21 - To 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

SB 385 Sen. Maroney 
Relating to requirements of procurement 
process in performance-based contracts 

02/22/21 - To Health 
and Human Resources 

SB 393 Sen. Beach 

Requiring contractors provide county boards 
of education number of units constructed 
prior to issuing permit 

02/22/21 - To 
Workforce then 
Education 
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